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SUB J : NEW LEGISLATURE SEATED 
REF: PARAMARIBO 0437 

1. SUMMARY. ALTHOUGH THE NEWLY ELECTED STATEN HAS BEEN SEATED, 

A NEW GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET BEEN FORMED. GOVERNMENT FORMATUER 
ARRON SHOULD HAVE HIS NEW CABINET READY FOR UNVEILING BY 
DECEMBER 24. A BY PRODUCT OF CABINET FORMATION MANEUVERS 
MAY BE INCREASED PNR INFLUENCE IN THE STATEN. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON DECEMBER 15 NEWLY ELECTED STATEN WAS OFFICALLY SEATED 

TO THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF JUBILANT DEMONSTRATIONS BY NPK SUPPORTERS 
OUTSIDE THE BUILDING. THE RULING NPK COALITION MADE PUBLIC ITS 
FIRST DECISION BY APPOINTING OLTON VAN GENDEREN, NPS, AS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE STATEN AND EMILE WIJNTUIN, PSV, AS DEPUTY 
CHAIRMAN. 

3. GOVERNMENT-FORMATUER HENK ARRON IS EXPECTED TO WIND UP HIS 
CONSULTATIONS BY DECEMBER 19 AND TO HAVE A GOVERNMENT FORMED 
BY DECEMBER 24. ARRON HAS INCURRED SOME UNFAVORABLE PRESS 
AND OTHER COMMENT BY WHAT MANY SEE AS INORDINATE DELAY IN 
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FORMING GOVERNMENT WHILE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS BECOME MORE ACUTE 
IN THE ABSENCE OF AUTHORITATIVE GOVERNMENT ACTION. THERE 
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STILL NO COORDINATED FUEL CONSERVATION PROGRAM HERE DESPITE 
ANNOUNCED 30 PERCENT CUT IN SURINAM'S FUEL SUPPLIES. ALSO, IN 
PAST FEW DAYS PRICES OF BREAD AND BUS FARES HAVE GONE UP, 

WHILE JUST ANNOUNCED 25 PERCENT INCREASE IN SUGAR PRICE WILL 
HAVE IMPACT ON PRICE OF SOFT DRINKS AND OTHER PRODUCTS HEAVILY 
CONSUMED BY AVERAGE SURINAMER, WHO IS POSSESSED OF A VERY 
SWEET TOOTH. 

4. BESIDES ARRON'S METICULOUS AND EXHAUSTIVE SERIES OF 
CONSULTATIONS, AN IMPORTANT CAUSE OF DELAY WAS QUESTION OF 
WHAT TO DO WITH VAN GENDEREN WHO, TOGETHER WITH ARRON, IS 
SORT OF CO-REGENT OF NPS. VAN GENDEREN WANTED MINISTRY OF 
DISTRICT MANAGEMENT BUT SINCE THIS WAS ALREADY EARMARKED 
HE NEXT CLAIMED CHAIRMANSHIP OF STATEN, JOB HE HELD *NDER 
PENGEL GOVERNMENT. AT THIS PNR CHAIRMAN BRUMA OBJECTED THAT 
THAT WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS TWO MOST STRATEGIC POSTS IN 
GOVERNMENT, PRIME MINISTERSHIP AND CHAIRMANSHIP OF STATEN 
WERE GOING TO NPS; IF NPS GOT STATEN CHAIRMANSHIP, SAID 
BRUMA, THEN PNR WOULD HAVE A CLAIM ON THE *REMIERSHIP. 

AS A RESULT, A COMPROMISE WAS WORKED OUT ACCORDING TO WHICH 
VAN GENDEREN WILL STEP DOWN AFTER ONE YEAR AND THE STATEN 
CHAIRMANSHIP WILL GO TO A PNR MAN. 

5. ANOTHER PROBABLE REASON FOR THE DELAY IN PUTTING TOGETHER 
A CABINET IS THE FORTUITOUS CIRCUMSTANCE THAT SEVERAL 
MINISTERIAL CANDIDATES WHO ARE STATEN MEMBERS ARE DUE TO BE 
SUCCEEDED IN THE STATEN BY PNR MEN WHO WERE RUNNERS-UP ON 
THE JOINT NPK CANDIDATES LIST. WITH FOUR STATEN SEATS THE 

PNR IS ALREADY THE SECOND LARGEST NPK BLOC PARTY IN THE 
STATEN AND ARRON REPORTEDLY IS ANXIOUS THAT IT NOT GROW 
LARGER. THE OUTCOME SHOULD BE APPARENT WITHIN A WEEK. 
JOHNSTON 
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